Principal examiner reports for teachers

Principal examiner reports for teachers summarise what candidates did well and what candidates needed to
improve for this examination series only.

This report is to be used in conjunction with the question paper and mark scheme.

For guidance on teaching and learning we provide resources for many of our syllabuses.

Resource Where to find it

Grade descriptions — Grade descriptions describe School support hub
the level of performance typically demonstrated by | Select: Subject > Resource finder > Syllabus and
candidates achieving the different grades awarded specimen materials
for a qualification.

Schemes of work — Schemes of work are designed | School support hub

to support you in your teaching and lesson Select: Subject > Resource finder > Teaching and
planning. learning

Lesson planning — Guidance on how to plan a Lesson planning

lesson.

Resource plus — There may be additional resources | School support hub

such as teaching packs containing lesson plans, Select: Subject > Resource finder > Teaching and
resources and worksheets and videos for aspects learning

of your syllabus.

Teaching tools Teaching Tools

Exemplar candidate responses School support hub
Select: Subject > Resource finder > Teaching and
learning

Learner guide — A guide for students to help them School support hub

understand what the course involves. Select: Subject > Resource finder > Teaching and
learning

Community forums — Do you have a question or Community forum on the school support hub

something to share? Our online forums are great
way to keep up to date with your subject and the
global Cambridge community.

Access to scripts for this series. Access to scripts service
Results analysis is available for some syllabuses. Results analysis
Test maker is available for some subjects. Test maker

Other services from Cambridge International Education

. Digital mocks service
. Insight assessments
° Professional development
—  Focus on assessment
—  Online marking workshops
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https://schoolsupporthub.cambridge.org/login.html?gig_client_id=M_eHpcEPeGJtUCIh2JmJvv7C
https://schoolsupporthub.cambridge.org/login.html?gig_client_id=M_eHpcEPeGJtUCIh2JmJvv7C
https://learning.cambridgeinternational.org/classroom/course/view.php?id=4872
https://schoolsupporthub.cambridge.org/login.html?gig_client_id=M_eHpcEPeGJtUCIh2JmJvv7C
https://learning.cambridgeinternational.org/classroom/course/view.php?name=teachingtools
https://schoolsupporthub.cambridge.org/login.html?gig_client_id=M_eHpcEPeGJtUCIh2JmJvv7C
https://schoolsupporthub.cambridge.org/login.html?gig_client_id=M_eHpcEPeGJtUCIh2JmJvv7C
https://internationaleducation.discourse.group/categories
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/exam-administration/cambridge-exams-officers-guide/phase-6-results-and-certificates/access-to-scripts/
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/exam-administration/results/results-analysis/
https://testmaker.cambridgeinternational.org/
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/developing-digital-assessment/digital-mocks-service/
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/insight-assessments/
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/support-and-training-for-schools/professional-development/syllabus-specific-courses/
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/support-and-training-for-schools/professional-development/syllabus-specific-courses/focus-on-assessment/
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/support-and-training-for-schools/professional-development/syllabus-specific-courses/marking-workshops/online-marking-workshops/
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HINDI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

Paper 0549/01
Paper 1

Key messages

What candidates did well

Candidates showed understanding of the context of various texts beyond individual words.
Candidates engaged with the text to identify key words from distractors to answer questions.
Candidates addressed the issues in Writing tasks and supported opinions with examples.
Candidates adopted a structured approach in Continuous writing.

Candidates adhered to the stated word limit in writing tasks.

Candidates showed understanding of implied meaning.

What candidates needed to improve

e Candidates should develop vocabulary to understand and respond appropriately to the questions.

e Candidates need to read around the key words to understand the context of the texts instead of word
spotting.

e Candidates should refrain from copying large chunks of the texts irrelevant for the answer.

e Candidates should attempt to write in grammatically structured sentences including punctuation,
paragraphing, style and register.

Comments on specific questions

Exercise 1
Questions 1-6

Comprehensive responses
e Candidates answered all the questions with varying number of correct answers.

Limited responses
¢ Candidates lifted answers to Question 4 and 6 from the texts, missing the key words.

Exercise 2
Questions 7-15

Comprehensive responses
e Candidates responded well to identify the correct options from the reading passages.

Limited responses

¢ Candidates relied on word spotting without reading the surrounding text carefully. This led to choosing
the distractors instead of the correct answers.

Exercise 3

Questions 16-19

Comprehensive responses
e Candidates engaged with the text to make appropriate notes under the given headings.
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Limited responses

Candidates missed out writing notes for Questions 18 and 19 and repeated some of the points.

Exercise 4

Question 20 (C), 20 (L)

Comprehensive responses

Candidates summarised the text succinctly in own words, kept to the word limit for summary writing.
Candidates showed understanding of the source text.

Candidates used complex sentences effectively.

Candidates applied style and register appropriately.

Limited responses

Candidates lifted large chunks of the text without making any attempt to summarise it in own words.
Candidates need to improve accuracy in spelling and sentence structures as well as awareness of
applying appropriate register.

Exercise 5

Question 21 (C), 21 (L)

Comprehensive responses

Candidates fulfilled the task by addressing all three bullet points systematically.
Candidates used a wide range of topic related vocabulary effectively.
Candidates applied appropriate style, register and use of linked paragraphs consistently.

Limited responses

Task either not understood or fulfilled.
There were inaccuracies in simple sentence structures, spellings and punctuation.
There was inconsistency in style and register.

Exercise 6

Question 22 (C), 22(L)

Comprehensive responses

Candidates included sound reasons supported by appropriate examples to discuss positive and
negative aspects of the statement with clarity and insight.

Candidates used accurate sentence structures, topic related vocabulary, consistent style and register to
discuss the issue.

Candidates showed very good sense of purpose and audience.

Limited responses

Candidates demonstrated limited engagement with the task with few relevant points and some
repetition.
Some candidates showed limited control of simple structures and made limited use of paragraphs.
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HINDI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

Paper 0549/01
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HINDI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

Paper 0549/02
Paper 2

Key messages

What candidates did well
e  Overall, the candidates performed quite well, and the full range of ability was observed.
e Candidates attempted all the questions in the paper.

What candidates needed to improve

Candidates should gain as much practice as possible at listening exercises or news in class.
Candidates should listen to the recording very carefully and develop techniques.

There is a need to work on emerging Hindi vocabulary to access some questions.

Candidates should focus on sounds and letters, paying particular attention to similar-sounding letters.
Candidates could benefit from regular dictation activities in class and practicing past papers under timed
conditions.

e Candidates should read instructions carefully and not copy question or stem into their responses.

Comments on specific guestions

Exercise 1

Questions 1-6

e Most candidates performed reasonably well on this exercise. Questions 1-6 require short answers, and
most candidates did fairly well.

Question 1

Comprehensive responses
e Candidates understood the question and performed well.

Limited responses
. Some candidates were confused and wrote “Pakistani team” instead of “West-Indies team.”

Question 2

Comprehensive responses
e Most candidates answered, “Suchin had video game on his birthday.”

Limited responses
e Few candidates answered only “game.”

Question 3
Comprehensive responses
e Most candidates understood the question and answered correctly that Aga Khan Mahal had given work

to the famine victims.

Limited responses
e Few candidates wrote that Aga Khan Mahal had given palace to people.
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Question 4

Comprehensive responses
e Most candidates understood the question and answered very well that Rajn was going to Nepal.

Limited responses
¢ Some candidates became confused and attempted to write all the details they heard. Candidates
needed to listen more carefully.

Question 5

Comprehensive responses
e In this question, the accepted answer was “next day after Monday or Tuesday”.

Limited responses
¢  Some candidates wrote vague answers such as “after Monday.”

Question 6

Comprehensive responses
° Most of the candidates answered detective books.

Limited responses
o Very few candidates answered dictator books, which changed the word meaning.

Exercise 2
Question 7

(a) Comprehensive responses
e Most candidates demonstrated their understanding by answering clearly in their own words.

Limited responses
e  Some candidates could not write with correct spelling.

(b) Comprehensive responses
e Most candidates understood and answered the question clearly.

Limited responses
e  There were too few responses to make a comment.

(c) Comprehensive responses
¢ Most candidates answered this question by stating that Dr Ambedkar fought for more holidays.

Limited responses
e  Some candidates answered that Dr Ambedkar fought for more pay.

(d) Comprehensive responses
e Most candidates answered correctly with “equal pay.”

Limited responses
e  Some candidates gave incorrect responses at random or appeared to confuse this question with
the previous one.

(e) Comprehensive responses
e Few candidates were able to answer correctly; the expected response was “being labeled
immoral.”

Limited responses
e Some candidates copied the question stem or produced responses that did not fit
grammatically within the sentence.
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(f) Comprehensive responses
e Most candidates answered correctly with “dispute.”

Limited responses
e Few candidates gave “movement” as their answer, which was incorrect.

(9) Comprehensive responses
e Most candidates understood the question and answered correctly that he raised the issue for
“dalits.”

Limited responses
e Few candidates answered in singular or feminine forms, making the response grammatically
incorrect or changing the meaning.

(h) Comprehensive responses
e Most candidates answered correctly that he was an advanced thinker.

Limited responses
e Avery few provided all kind of answers, suggesting that they were not fully focused on the
question.
Exercise 3
Questions 8-15
e These questions required careful attention to detail and the use of precise vocabulary. Some candidates
provided one- or two-word responses with insufficient details.

Question 8

Comprehensive responses
e There was a lot of variation in spelling observed. Most candidates performed well in this question.

Limited responses
e Few candidates needed more practice and closer attention to the recording.

Question 9

Comprehensive responses
¢  Most candidates performed well in this question.

Limited responses
e Few candidates needed to listen more carefully and pick the key words.

Question 10

Comprehensive responses
e  Most candidates provided the correct word or an appropriate synonym.

Limited responses
e  Some candidates attempted to respond with spellings that were unclear.

Question 11

Comprehensive responses
e  Some candidates needed to understand the question more clearly.

Limited responses
e  Some candidates copied the answer from the stem or produced responses that did not fit grammatically
within the sentence.

o5 CAMBRIDGE

International Education © 2026




Cambridge International General Certificate of Secondary Education
0549 Hindi as a Second Language March 2026
Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

Question 12

Comprehensive responses
e  Most candidates gave the correct answer to the question, which consisted of two words.

Limited responses
¢  Some candidates wrote only the first part of the word, which did not convey a clear meaning.

Question 13

Comprehensive responses
e Most candidates were able to write the required answer.

Limited responses
e Some candidates were unable to recognise the difference between “manufacturer” and “production.”

Question 14

Comprehensive responses
e  Most candidates understood the question and answered correctly, stating “unemployment.”

Limited responses
¢ Few candidates responded without sufficient attention to the question.

Question 15

Comprehensive responses
e  Most candidates showed a clear understanding of the question and provided the correct answer with
accurate or acceptable spelling variations, as long as the meaning was clear.

Limited responses
e Only a few candidates wrote “workshops” instead of “awareness,” suggesting the need to focus closely
to the question.

Exercise 4
Questions 16-23

Comprehensive responses
e Many candidates did not provide correct responses for Questions 17, 18, 21 and 22. It was observed
that some initially selected the correct answer and later changed it to an incorrect option.

Limited responses
e Only a few candidates performed well in this section.
e Question 23 was answered correctly by most candidates.
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HINDI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

Paper 0549/02
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HINDI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

Paper 0549/03
Speaking

Key messages

What candidates did well
e A wide range of topics were covered for Topic Presentation. Responses in Topic conversation were
well presented even to unexpected questions. A good range of vocabulary and some complex
sentences were used effectively by most candidates.

What candidates needed to improve
o A small number of candidates had problem with comprehension. Questions had to be either
repeated or explained to them and still the responses were unsatisfactory. Conversations used
limited and sometimes imprecise vocabulary. Some errors occurred in simple sentence structures.

Comments on specific questions

Part 1 — Presentation

(a) Comprehensive responses
e Most candidates were generally well prepared for the examination; there was a full range of
performance. The topics heard this year were diverse. There were many examples of
interesting presentations when candidates showed evidence of thorough research and
planning. Topic related vocabulary was fluently used by most candidates. Some complex
sentences were used to express ideas and opinions with confidence.

Limited responses

e Some candidates were not very well prepared for the Speaking test. Their Topic presentation
coverage was limited and did not have sufficient organisation, depth and spontaneity. Ideas
and opinions were presented using simple structures and a very limited range of vocabulary.
Heavy reliance on prepared notes was noticeable.

Part 2 — Topic Conversation

(b) Comprehensive responses
e Most candidates responded well to unexpected questions. A wide range of topic related
precise vocabulary and a variety of complex structures were used reasonably accurately.

Limited responses

e Some candidates generally had difficulty in understanding questions around the topic which
resulted in repeating the content of the presentation. A limited range of vocabulary including
English words and simple structures were used for communicating simple ideas.

Part 3 — General Conversation

Comprehensive responses

e  General conversation mainly covered limited topic areas, such as Home life, School routine Family, and
Food. Many questions were not challenging enough for the level of IGCSE qualification. Questions
were pitched at a basic level to which the candidates’ responses were natural and spontaneous. The
ability to support own ideas and opinions was in evidence.

Limited responses
e This part of the Speaking test needs to be well prepared to include wider topics for discussion, use of
wider range of vocabulary and grammatical structures.
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HINDI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

Paper 0549/03
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a1 AT F 9 fARE @ [aaed §9 & <gad T 91 7 I

HfFa 3w
o Fo qleTTidl S HeyoT qleT & foU TR GARY W i oed A fava segia A
3T SRRl WA & 3R 38 FAST H T faRt T sgafead # Tgordr & T&Jd

FIh THAT ST FohdT AT| T am&mm?ﬁﬁa%mﬁréﬁqwmfmu%wgc
FFaeT W HcI™S ARG Tose &7 & @t A1 Fehelr ot

a1 2 — YT It
(b) e I

o SURIR TRETRIET & HUcARIq 9o & #FfkT 3R Ul favy d@efta @die erseraen 3K
AT araF T T &1 3 dR IR T dldh F STAATS fhaT 37| FaH %ol ardTeTy
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& 3eTe0l # et SRl I8 T fAua-gord 3R gedfd @ of3 geal @ qfiemdf & e
fawa & o & 3 fAegd SRy &t aar 39ar faaRt 1 gfte et & 3w A

Hiff T 3w

o F JUETdl AR [A9T FET 92 A H &S & HROT TE&dfd & HLT A &
AT W A WYUROT Qv A TINT Wt & fow AfAT erecraeh, S 3360 & asg o
ifAer &, 3R T gl & gAT fHU )

AT 3 HTAT I

rfareier 3@

o  HHTY AT F AT ALY T § W, A SN, faegrerd i e, aRar 3R s s
Hiffa vy afde I genfdal & TAeT TR F URAT & Tgordl & 3T S 9= a1d 3R Ad
# gANT FRA HT AIIAT FT yATOT =T

AT 3@
o AT ITdTT & 3iddd @ee [Avdt W aTa<iid, sa9s Ueerael 3R Ao SE=m3i
A et & fAIT FWOT Tt F 5T HIIT A 7ol HelHTd dIR Il I 3TaITRAT B
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